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WEST  GERMANY  ANNOUNCES  ANOTHER  DOLLAR  TENDER 
FOR  U.  S.  POULTRY 

A  new  import  tender  for  poultry  from  the  United  States  and  Canada  (chicken, 
turkey,  and  ducks,  whole  birds  only)  was  announced  by  West  Germany  on  March  20, 
1958. 


License  applications  can  be  submitted  from  April  1,  1958,  until  the 
undisclosed  value  limit  is    reached.      There  is  no  deadline  for  customs  clearance, 
but  all  imports  must  be  made  within  6  months  after  a  license  has  been  issued. 
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U.  S.  TOBACCO  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  JANUARY  1958 

United  States  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  in  January  1958  totaled  23.9 
million  pounds,  down  21.4  percent  from  January  a  year  ago.    The  value  of  January 
1958  exports,  at  $17.9  million,  was  lk.6  percent  below  the  January  1957  value. 

Exports  of  flue-cured,  Green  River,  and  One  Sucker  were  substantially  below 
those  for  January  1957 •    Smaller  declines  were  noted  for  Burley  and  dark-fired 
Kentucky-Tennessee.    Gains  were  recorded  for  Virginia  fire-cured,  Maryland,  Black 
fat,  and  cigar  leaf.    Maryland  exports,  at  971,000  pounds  for  the  month,  were  40 
percent  greater  than  those  for  January  a  year  ago.    Cigar  binder  exports,  at 
469,000  pounds,  were  7  times  as  large  as  those  of  January  1957* 

Exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  for  the  first  7  months  of  the  1957-58  fiscal 
year  totaled  335.1  million  pounds,  compared  with  exports  of  3^1*3  million  pounds 
for  the  corresponding  period  of  fiscal  1956-57*    This  represents  a  drop  of  1.8 
percent,  by  volume,  from  last  year.    The  value  of  fiscal  1957-58  exports,  through 
January,  was  up  6.9  percent  from  the  same  period  a  year  ago. 


TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    U.  S.  exports,  by  type  and  export  weight, 
January  1957  and  1958,  with  percent  change 


Type 

January 

• 

:  Percent 

January 

I  Percent 

;  1957  ; 

:  1958 

!  change 

:  1957 

:  1958 

!  change 

:    1,000  : 
:  pounds 

:  1,000 
:  pounds 

:  Percent 

:  1,000 
;  dollars  : 

:  1,000 
:  dollars  • 

Percent 

,:    24,392  ! 
.:     2,369  • 
.:  1,075 

448  . 

693  : 
206  , 

515 

90 
19k 

66 

.:  3^1 

17,9^0 
:  2,235 
:  990 
465  • 
971 
11 
8  . 

;  3+7 
21+5  ■ 

\    k69 . 
1 
197 

:      -26.5  j 
:       -5.7  • 
:       -7.9  ; 
+3.8 

:      -9^.7  ; 
-98.+ 
+285.6 

j  +26.3 
.  +610.6 

-42.2  \ 

:  17,167 
:     1,795  : 
:  ^75 
;  319 
:  I4.18 
lk2 
:  176 

:         73  : 
270  ■ 

>     ^ ; 

75  : 

:  13,356 
■  1,840 
:  516 
332 
:  723 
!  5 

;  2 

265 

+78 

3^0  . 
1 

h5  - 

'  -22.2 

:  +2.5 
:  +8.6 
+4.1 
+73.0 
:  -96.5 
:  -98.9 
.  +263.0 
:  +77.0 
+529.6 

-Uo.o 

30,389  i 

23,879  . 

-21.4  . 

20,96^  j 

17,903  \ 

-14.6 

1/  Includes  sun-cured. 


Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the 
Census. 
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January  1958  exports  of  tobacco  products  were  valued  at  $6.3  million. 
Shipments  of  all  products  except  cigars  were  larger  than  in  January  1957* 
Cigarettes  rose  nearly  15  percent,  chewing  and  snuff  62  percent,  and  smoking 
tobacco  in  bulk  126  percent. 


TOBACCO  PRODUCTS:    U.  S.  exports,  January  1957  and  1958, 
with  percent  change 


Products 

J  anuary 

• 

January 

rsrcsnu 
change 

:  1957 

• 

1958 

Cigars  and  cheroots 

«  < 
• 

•  < 

:         292  : 

:  -U5.9 

Cigarettes 

• 

1,3^2  ! 

+14.6 

Chewing  and  snuff 

• 

!          138  : 

+62.4 

Smoking  tobacco  in  pkgs. 

•  1 

:      ^7  ! 

+27.0 

Smoking  tobacco  in  bulk 

•  4 

•  1 

:         557  : 

+126. k 

Declared  value 

•  * 

 •         k.8  ! 

• 

\    6.3  ; 

+31.3 

Compiled  in  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau  of 
the  Census. 


ITALY  EXPORTING  PRIMARILY 
CIGARETTE  TOBACCO 

Italian  exports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  during  the  first  9  months  of 
1957  consisted  primarily  of  cigarette  types.    Exports  of  Italian  flue- 
cured  during  this  period  amounted  to  2.4  million  pounds  out  of  total  exports 
of  18.8  million.    Major  markets  for  flue-cured  were  the  Netherlands  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  with  smaller  quantities  going  to  Sweden  and  West  Germany. 
The  average  export  price  for  flue-cured  during  this  period  was  equivalent 
to  53 • 5  U.  S.  cents  per  pound. 

The  primary  customer  for  Italian  Burley  in  the  first  9  months  of  1957 
was  West  Germany,  with  Portugal,  the  Netherlands,  and  Belgium  taking  signifi- 
cant quantities;  9*0  million  pounds  of  Italian  Burley  were  exported  at  an 
average  price  equivalent  to  37*9  U.  S.  cents  per  pound.    In  addition  to  flue- 
cured  and  Burley  types,  3«6  million  pounds  of  Italian  Kentucky-type  tobacco 
and  3*9  million  pounds  of  Italian  Oriental  tobacco  were  exported  during  the 
January-September  period. 

Italy's  ability  to  export  leaf  tobacco  has  become  more  significant  in 
view  of  the  preferential  tariff  treatment  which  European  Common  Market 
countries  are  expected  eventually  to  allow  each  other. 
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CANADIANS  ALLOW  FULL  BASE  FLUE -CURED 
TOBACCO  ACREAGE  FOR  1958 

The  Ontario  Flue -Cured  Tobacco  Growers  Marketing  Board  voted  March  k 
to  allot  the  full  base  acreage  (about  128,000  acres)  for  Ontario  Province 
production  in  1958.    It  also  decided  to  initiate  a  program  of  acreage 
adjustment --the  first  since  1951' 

It  is  estimated  that  with  these  adjustments,  and  new  farm  allocations 
made  in  1957,  a  total  of  about  130,000  acres  will  be  permitted.     In  addi- 
tion to  the  flue-cured  acreage  in  Ontario,  5,000  to  6,000  acres  are  grown 
in  the  Province  of  Quebec.    With  normal  weather  and  average  yields,  pro- 
duction in  Canada  in  1958  could  reach  170  to  180  million  pounds.    Even  if 
Canadian  consumption  of  flue-cured  continues  to  increase,  a  1958  flue- 
cured  crop  of  this  size  would  provide  35  "to  ^5  million  pounds  of  redried 
leaf  for  export  in  1959- 


U.K.  IMPORTED  MORE 
U.S.  TOBACCO  IN  1957 


United  Kingdom  imports  of  unmanufactured  tobacco  from  the  United 
States  rose  from  160.3  million  pounds  in  1956  to  168.3  million  in  1957' 
However,  imports  from  other  major  suppliers  declined,  and  total  imports 
of  leaf  tobacco  in  1957,  a"t  319*0  million  pounds,  were  only  slightly  higher 
than  in  1956.    The  major  decline  was  in  imports  from  the  Netherlands  which 
dropped  from  ^.8  million  pounds  in  1956  to  2.8  million  in  1957' 

During  1957,  296.5  million  pounds  of  flue -cured  were  taken,  continuing 
its  position  as  the  major  type  used  in  this  market.    However,  imports  of 
other  types  declined  from  2k. 1  million  pounds  in  1956  to  22.5  million  in  1957 • 

TOBACCO,  UNMANUFACTURED:    United  Kingdom,  imports  by  country  of  origin, 

191+7-51  average,  1956  and  1957 


Country  of  Origin      j  i^fi 

1956 

!         1957  1/ 

• 

:  Million 
:  pounds 

[Percent 
•of  total 

:  Million 
:  pounds 

[Percent 
:of  total 

[Million 
[pounds 

[Percent 
:of  total 

• 

Fed.  Rhodesia  &  : 

:      57.  h 

19.9 
11.2  - 

5.6  : 
h.l  : 
0.5  : 
1.3  : 

!  160.3 

Qk.k 
kO.O  : 
21.7  : 
^.1  : 
k.Q  ; 

3.1  : 

1  50.3 

26.5 
12.6 
6.8  : 

1.3  ! 

1.5  : 
1.0  : 

!  168.3 

79.9 
35.6 

25.6  : 
3.6  : 
2.8  : 
3.2  : 

:  52.8 

25.O 
11.2 
8.0 
1.1 
0.9 
1.0 

100.0  : 

31S. k  : 

100.0  : 

319.0  : 

100.0 

l/    Preliminary.    2j  Reexports. 
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WEST  GERMAN  POULTRY  MEAT 
CONSUMPTION  UP  SHARPLY 

West  Germany  imported  108.6  million  pounds  of  slaughtered  poultry 
in  1957--an  increase  of  33  percent  over  1956.     Imports  from  the 
Netherlands  were  up  30  percent  and  imports  from  Denmark  up  80  percent. 
The  Netherlands  furnished  over  50  percent  and  Denmark  15  percent  of 
total  imports.    The  United  States  shipped  6  million  pounds,  about 
6  percent  of  the  total.    Poland  and  the  United  States  were  the  only 
suppliers  of  fully  eviscerated  poultry. 

Imports  of  live  poultry  were  1,512,000  head,  up  73  percent  from 
1956.    These  were  mainly  poultry  for  slaughter  from  the  Netherlands  and 
Yugoslavia . 

Poultry  meat  production  in  West  Germany  increased  7  percent  to  a 
total  of  165.3  million  pounds  in  1957;  mainly  due  to  faster  replacement 
of  laying  flocks. 

German  consumption  of  poultry  rose  26  percent  to  a  record  5*3 
pounds  per  capita  in  1957*    Ths  rising  living  standard  and  high  prices 
for  other  meats  stimulated  the  demand  for  poultry,  which  was  available 
in  attractive  qualities  and  at  reasonable  prices  throughout  the  year. 
Consumption  is  expected  to  increase  again  in  1958*    High  government- 
fixed  feed  grain  prices  and  production  methods  make  it  difficult  for 
most  German  producers  to  compete  in  this  growing  poultry  market.  The 
light-boned,  fully  eviscerated  U.  S.  product  has  found  acceptance 
alongside  quality  poultry  from  Denmark  and  that  of  some  local  producers. 

DUTCH  TO  CONTINUE  SALES 
OF  WHOLE  FLUID  MILK 

The  Dutch  Government  has  announced  that  whole  milk  (3 .75  percent 
butterfat  content)  will  be  sold  in  the  Netherlands  in  addition  to  the 
traditional  fluid  milk  standardized  at  2.5  percent  butterfat.  The 
announcement,  which  appeared  as  a  note  to  Parliament,  did  not  mention 
recent  experimental  sales  of  higher-testing  milk  (see  Foreign  Crops  and 
Markets,  February  10,  1958).     It  is  assumed,  however,  that  this  experiment 
led  to  the  decision  that  although  the  whole  fluid  milk  is  2.5  cents  more 
per  quart  than  the  standardized  milk,  consumers  are  willing  to  pay  the 
difference. 

To  relieve  the  surplus  butter  situation  the  government  is  considering 
lifting  the  ban  on  mixing  butter  and  margarine.    It  has  already  limited 
the  1958  guaranteed  producer  price  of  $3. i+5  per  cwt.  to  an  amount  equal  to 
1957  production.    Milk  produced  above  this  amount  will  be  sold  without  any 
government  subsidy. 

The  Minister  of  Agriculture  believes  that  these  actions,  coupled 
with  a  more  liberal  supply  of  standardized  milk  to  schools,  will  end  the 
butter  surplus  and  losses  in  export  sales. 
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FINNISH  BUTTER  EXPORTS  DECLINE 

Finland's  butter  exports  totaled  only  about  6.0  million  pounds 
during  the  first  2  months  of  1958;  a  27 -percent  decline  from  exports 
during  the  same  period  last  year.    Last  year's  high  export  figure  was 
due  to  large  carryover  stocks  on  January  1,  1957* 

The  average  f.o.b.  price  of  the  January -February  1958  butter  ship- 
ments was  equivalent  to  about  26  cents  per  pound.     In  order  to  give  the 
Finnish  exporter  the  guaranteed  export  price  for  this  butter,  the 
government  had  to  pay  a  total  subsidy  of  $2.7  million. 

To  control  the  high  export  subsidy  payments,  the  government  has 
been  discouraging  dairy  production  (see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
March  10,  1958),  and  has  also  devaluated  the  Finnmark  (see  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  January  13).    Recent  Finnish  estimates  indicate 
that  butter  production  was  checked  last  November  and  has  since  been 
running  at  a  lower  level. 


CANADA  PRODUCING  MORE 
POULTRY  MEAT 

Broiler  marketings  in  Canada  gained  21  percent  to  reach  125  million 
pounds  in  1957*  The  average  producer  price  for  live  broilers  in  Toronto 
was  22  cents  per  pound,  about  the  same  as  in  1956. 

Canadian  hens  and  chickens  numbered  71«2  million  in  June  1957? 
5.5  percent  more  than  in  1956.    Marketings  of  fowl  increased  10  percent 
to  56  million  pounds.     Canadian  turkey  marketings  of  67  million  pounds 
in  1957  were  6  million  pounds  over  1956.    Eighty-two  percent  of  total 
marketings  in  1957  were  eviscerated,  compared  with  79  percent  in  1956. 
There  is  a  tendency  to  market  lighter  birds  and  sell  earlier  in  the 
season . 

Stocks  of  dressed  poultry  on  January  1,  1958,  were  3^«3  million 
pounds,  down  8.1  million  pounds  from  a  year  earlier.    Stocks  of  chickens 
3-|"  pounds  and  over  were  down  by  one-half,  totaling  h.'J  million  pounds. 
Turkey  stocks  dropped  from  16.9  million  pounds  to  10.8  million  pounds 
during  the  year. 

In  the  first  9  months  of  1957?  Canada  imported  6.8  million  pounds 
of  turkeys  and  h.6  million  pounds  of  chicken  and  fowl,  compared  with 
5.^-  million  pounds  and  7.1  million  pounds,  respectively,  in  the  corres- 
ponding period  of  1956.    Turkey  and  fowl  have  been  under  embargo  since 
July  1957-     Imports  of  baby  chicks  and  poults  for  the  same  period  of 
1957  were  up  by  10  percent  to  1.7  million. 

Canada  exported  275,000  pounds  of  poultry  from  January  to  September 
of  1957?  more  than  twice  the  1956  rate. 
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WORLD  BUTTER  AND  CHEESE  FRIGES:    Wholesale  prices  at  specified  markets, 

with  comparisons 
(U.  S.  cents  per  pound) 

Butter  Cheese 

Country,  market,  and     :  :        Quotations  ;  «  Quotations 

description  :  -iota  :  :    tqcto  :  

:  1950  :  Cur-:  Month  :  Year    :    1958  :  Cur-:  Month  :  Year 

:  :  re nt : earlier : earlier :  :  rent: earlier: earlier 


United  Kingdom  (London)    :  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

New  Zealand,  finest  tFeb.  27:  30.0:    31.2  :    33.5  :  :  -:  :  

Australian  choicest — — :Feb.  27  :  29.3:    31.1  :    33.2  : — —  :- — -:  :  

New  Zealand,  finest         :  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

white  :  :  :  :  :  Feb.27:  19.1:    I6.J4  :  29.8 

Australian  choicest         :  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

white  :  :  :  :  :  Feb.27  *  18.2  :   15.5  *  27.2 

Australia  (Sydney)  :  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

Choicest  butter  :  Feb.  27:  16.7  :   1*6.7  :   1*6.7  :  :  :  : —  

Choicest  Cheddar  :  :  :  :  -:  Feb.  27:  28.2  :    28.2  :  28.2 

:  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

Irish  Republic  (Dublin)    :  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

Creamery  butter  :Feb.  27:  5U.8:    5U.8  :    1*8.9  :  :  :  :  

Cheese  :  :  :  :  Jeb.  27:  30.8,    30.8  :  30.8 

Denmark  (Copenhagen)  :Feb.  20:  29.7 :    36.3  :    1*6.2  :  :  -:  :  

France  (Paris)                  :            :         :            :            :            :         :  : 
Chare ntes  creamery  :Mar.  3  :  75.8:    75.8  :    90.9  :  :  •  :  

Germany  (Kempten)             :            :         :            :            :            :         :  : 
Markenbutter  :Feb.  26:  68.1:    68.1  :    68.6  :  :  :  •  

United  States  :  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

92-score  creamery  (N.Y.  ):Mar.  3  :  60.5 :    60.5  :    60.5  :  :  :  :  

Cheddar  (Wisconsin)  :  :  :  :  :Mar.  3  :  35.0:    35.0  :  35.0 

:  :         :  :  :  :         :  : 

Netherlands  (Leeuwarden)  :  :         :  :  :  :         •  : 

Creamery  butter  :peb.  28-  1*9 .9 5    1*9.9  !    52.8  :  :  :  :  

Full  cream  Gouda  :  :  :  :  :peb.  21 :  22.8:    23.1*  J  26.1* 

Edam,  1*0  percent  :  :  :  :  :Feb.  21*  21.0s    21.6  :  2k.9 

:  :        :  •  :  >        1  ♦ 

Belgium  (Hasselt)  :Feb.  27:  7i*.7:    85.1  :    81*.0  •  t  1  :  

:  :         :  :  :  :         :  t 

Canada  (Montreal)  :  :         :  :  :  •         1  : 

1st  grade  creamery  :FeD#  22:  61*. 5 :    63.6  *    60.9  :  *  *~  *  

Ontario  white  :  :  :  :  :Feb#  22J-  »    3U.U  *  35.5 

.   .  _  .   _•  ••  •  •  IS  • 


Source:  Intelligence  Bulletin,  the  Commonwealth  Economic  Committee j  and  the  Dairy 
Division,  Agricultural  Marketing  Service,  USDA 
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IRELAND  ACTS  TO  REDUCE 
BUTTER  EXPORT  SUBSIDY 

Effective  April  1,  the  levy  paid  "by  creameries  on  all  butter 
sold  to  the  Irish  Butter  Marketing  Committee  will  be  3«3  cents  per 
pound,  an  increase  of  2.1  cents  per  pound  over  the  levy  paid  during 
the  1957-58  (April  1-March  31)  season.  .This  levy  is  imposed  to 
partially  cover  the  committee's  storage  and  transportation  costs. 

During  1957 s  the  Butter  Marketing  Committee  exported  3^-.^  million 
pounds  of  butter  at  an  average  export  subsidy  of  18.7  cents  per  pound. 
The  increased  levy  is  expected  to  cut  the  committee's  losses  on  1958-59 
exports  to  about  33  percent  of  the  §Q.k  million  lost  through  the  1957- 
58  butter  export  subsidy. 

No  change  is  proposed  in  domestic  prices  of  butter.  The  present 
wholesale  price  is  56  cents  per  pound  in  Dublin.  The  retail  price  is 
about  6O.7  cents  per  pound. 

Irish  creameries  are  now  paying  the  equivalent  of  $2.0^  per  cwt. 
for  milk  delivered  to  the  plant.    The  skim  milk  is  returned  to  the 
farmer.    There  is  no  indication  yet  as  to  whether  the  creameries  will 
pass  the  increased  levy  to  farmers  through  a  drop  in  the  milk  price 
or  whether  butter  prices  will  rise.     In  anticipation  of  lower  prices, 
farmers  are  protesting  against  the  increased  levy. 

U.  K.  AUTHORIZES  IMPORTS  OF  CANNED 
APPLES  FROM  DOLLAR  AREA 

On  March  19,  the  U.  K.  Board  of  Trade  authorized  imports  of  up  to 
$250,000  worth  of  canned  apples  from  Canada  and  the  United  States.  The 
licenses  are  effective  through  June  30,  1958. 


FLAVORSEAL  USE  DISCUSSED  BY 
HAMBURG  HEALTH  OFFICE 

At  a  meeting  in  Hamburg  on  February  5>  1958,  it  was  concluded  that 
while  the  use  of  Flavorseal  will  not  be  prohibited  in  West  Germany  at  the 
present  time,  investigations  will  continue.     Importers  have  requested  that 
any  action  taken  should  be  at  the  federal  level.    The  German  Research 
Society  has  been  asked  to  investigate  the  matter. 

In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Hamburg  Health  Office,  German 
importers  and  wholesalers  will  indicate  "Peel  artificially  waxed"  on 
delivery  documents  and  invoices. 

Officials  of  the  Hamburg  Health  Office,  importers,  and  representa- 
tives of  the  German  Food,  Agriculture,  and  Commerce  Ministries  met  as  a 
result  of  protests  of  fruit  importers  when  the  use  of  Flavorseal  was 
prohibited  last  December. 
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WEST  GERMANY  ANNOUNCES  SECOND  IMPORT  TENDER 
FOR  CANNED  FRUITS  THIS  SEASON 

West  Germany  announced  on  March  18  an  import  tender  for  canned 
apricots,  peaches,  pears,  and  fruit  cocktail  from  all  countries. 
Licenses  "will  be  issued  in  amounts  not  to  exceed  20  percent  of  the 
licenses  issued  under  the  previous  tender  announced  in  August  1957 • 


CANADIAN  DRIED  FRUIT  IMPORTS  DECLINE 
BUT  U.  S.  SHARE  AND  VOLUME  RISE 

During  the  10-month  period  January-October  1957;  Canadian  imports 
of  dried  and  evaporated  fruits  from  all  sources  declined  9  percent  to 
28,1+05  short  tons  from  the  31>  129-ton  volume  for  the  corresponding  195& 
period.    At  the  same  time,  production  of  dried  apples,  Canada's  only 
dried  fruit  of  commercial  importance,  continued  at  approximately  h-00 
tons --only  ho  percent  as  large  as  the  average  Canadian  pack  during 
1950-51+. 

Further  comparisons  between  the  January-October  periods  of  1957 
and  1956  show  that  the  United  States  has  continued  to  supply  an  increasing 
volume  of  Canada's  dried  fruit  requirements.     In  1957  >  Canadian  imports  of 
U.S.  dried  fruit  between  January  1  and  October  31  totaled  16,397  tons,  or 
58  percent  of  all  Canadian  dried  fruit  imports .    For  the  corresponding 
10-month  period  of  1956,  dried  fruit  imports  from  the  United  States  were 
1^,^36  tons,  or  k6  percent  of  the  total.    Australia  is  the  second  most 
important  supplier  of  dried  fruit  to  Canada,  furnishing  9>699  tons,  or 
30  percent  of  all  dried  fruit  imported  by  Canada  during  January-October 
1957. 

Nearly  all  of  Canada's  dried  apple,  pear,  and  prune  imports  come 
from  the  United  States,  also  the  principal  source  of  dried  apricots, 
nectarines,  figs,  and  fig  paste.     In  addition,  Canada  is  an  important 
market  for  U.  S.  dates,  raisins,  dried  peaches,  and  reexported  bananas. 
The  principal  imports  from  Australia  are  raisins  and  currants,  apricots 
and  nectarines . 


BRAZIL  REQUIRES  USE  OF  ALCOHOL 
IN  GASOLINE -TYPE  MOTOR  FUEL 

Brazil  now  requires  all  gasoline-type  motor  fuels  to  contain  at 
least  13  percent  alcohol.    This  will  greatly  increase  alcohol  consumption, 
according  to  The  Institute  of  Sugar  and  Alcohol  as  quoted  in  the  press. 
Nearly  one-half  of  the  national  output  of  anhydrous  alcohol,  the  principal 
type  used  as  a  gasoline  additive,  is  produced  in  the  State  of  Pernambuco. 
Much  of  the  alcohol  is  made  from  molasses  and  low-grade  sugar. 
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WILL  SHIP  GHANA  COCOA 
ON  TANO  RIVER 

The  Ghana  Cocoa  Marketing  Board  plans  to  provide  a  river  transport 
service  on  the  Tano  River  in  the  Western  Region,  possibly  by  June  1958* 
The  river  transport  will  carry  cocoa  from  the  fertile  areas  around  Elubo 
to  Alenda  wharf,  from  where  it  will  go  by  road  to  Takoradi. 

BRAZIL'S  COCOA 
PROSPECTS  GOOD 

Prospects  are  good  for  Brazil's  new  mid-crop  (Temporao)  of  cocoa 
beans,  harvest  of  which  begins  in  May.    Continued  favorable  weather  will 
mean  a  large  crop.    To  improve  communications  in  the  large  cocoa-producing 
State  of  Bahia,  an  automatic  telephone  service  is  soon  to  be  installed  in 
the  cities  of  Ilheus  (pop.  13^,2^-0)  and  Itabuna  (pop.  1^7,730). 

SLIGHT  INCREASE  IN  CHILEAN  DRIED  PRUNE 
PRODUCTION  FORECAST 

The  Chilean  Prune  Producers  Association,  an  organization  annually 
marketing  two-thirds  of  the  dried  prune  pack,  estimates  1958  production 
at  5,700  tons,  about  h  percent  more  than  for  1957*    The  1958  dried  prune 
pack  is  forecast  as  half  again  as  large  as  the  3,800-ton  average  for 


West  Germany  and  Denmark  are  the  principal  foreign  markets  for 
Chilean  dried  prunes .    During  calendar  1956  and  in  the  first  9  months  of 
1956  and  1957 }  exports  were: 


1950-51*-. 


Calendar  1956 


January-September 
1956  1957 


Short  tons 


Short  tons 


Brazil  

Denmark  

Finland  

Germany,  West . . 

Italy  

Netherlands .... 

Peru  

United  Kingdom. 
Other  countries 


108 
1,011 


100  6 

919  682 
306 


306 
67^ 


306  959 
86 
60k 

^7  56 
585 

29  23 


77 


11 


Total  exports 


2,23U 


1,707  3,001 


Chilean  dried  fruits  are  expected  to  benefit  from  recent  legislation 
freeing  all  such  exports  from  Chilean  duties . 
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SWEDEN  LEVIES  NEW  TAXES 
ON  SUGAR  AND  SYRUP 

Sweden  now  is  taxing  sugar  at  the  rate  of  0.20  kroner  per  kilogram 
(l.75  cents  per  pound).    The  tax  was  levied  on  February  11,  1958,  by 
the  Riksdag.     Syrup  now  is  being  taxed  0.l6  kroner  per  kilogram  (lAo 
cents  per  pound). 

PHILIPPINE  REPUBLIC  LIMITS 
MEAT  IMPORTS 

United  States  exports  of  meat  to  the  Philippine  Republic  have  been 
greatly  restricted  by  government  austerity  measures  to  conserve  foreign 
exchange . 

A  February  11  memorandum  of  the  Central  Bank  banned  all  imports 
of  livers,  kidneys,  tongues,  and  hearts;  smoked,  dried,  or  salted  beef 
and  veal;  sausages  of  all  kinds  (except  Bilbao  type);  canned  beef; 
meat  pastes  and  spreads.     Imports  of  meat  and  meat  products  are  now 
restricted  to  fresh  beef,  fresh  mutton  and  lamb,  corned  beef  (not  canned), 
and  meat  extract.    The  result  of  the  new  restriction  is  to  virtually 
close  the  Philippine  market  to  U.S.  products. 

U.S.  exports  of  meat  to  the  Philippines  last  year  totaled  7»2 
million  pounds,  including  l.k  million  of  canned  beef,  3*0  million  pounds 
of  canned  sausage,  1.9  million  of  other  canned  meats,  and  0.8  million  of 
frozen  variety  meats.     Imports  from  the  United  States  accounted  for  about 
31  percent  of  total  imports  compared  with  37  percent  in  1956.  Other 
principal  sources  were  Australia,  Argentina,  and  New  Zealand. 

The  United  States  entered  into  a  Public  Law  hQO  agreement  with  the 
Philippine  Republic  in  1957  to  sell  $500,000  worth  of  frozen  beef  livers, 
kidneys,  hearts,  and  tongues,  with  payment  in  Philippine  pesos.  However, 
only  token  amounts  of  these  products  were  actually  delivered  under  the 
agreement.    No  other  shipments  are  contemplated. 

From  a  nutritional  point,  the  Philippine  people  have  great  need  for 
more  animal  protein  in  their  diet.    Annual  consumption  of  meat  averages 
only  about  12-§-  pounds  per  person.    This  is  far  below  the  animal  protein 
requirement  of  about  70  pounds  (including  poultry)  recommended  by  the 
National  Economic  Council. 

Livestock  numbers  in  the  Philippines  continue  to  increase.  Numbers 
of  hogs  and  carabao  (water  buffalo)  each  increased  around  9  percent  during 
195T«     Sharp  gains  in  carabao  numbers  have  been  the  result  of  a  ban  on 
slaughter  which  became  effective  in  January  195^«    Now  there  is  a  surplus 
of  work  animals  in  some  sections  and  the  ban  on  slaughter,  which  was  re- 
laxed in  1957 }  is  expected  to  be  lifted. 

Cattle  numbers  continue  to  increase  but  are  still  below  19^-1  numbers. 
Many  farmers  lack  the  capital  to  increase  cattle  production.    Longtime  leases 
of  grazing  lands  are  difficult  to  secure,  and  there  is  a  possibility  that 
large  landholdings  will  be  subdivided  under  the  government's  land  reform 
programs . 
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CUBA  CONTINUES  TO  BE  MAJOR 
IMPORTER  OF  U.  S.  LARD 

Imports  of  lard  into  Cuba  during  1957  totaled  179*0  million  pounds.    This  was 
an  increase  of  about  7*5  percent  from  the  166.3  million  pounds  received  in  1956. 
Since  over  99  percent  of  the  imports  came  from  the  United  States ,  Cuba  continued  to 
maintain  its  position  as  the  leading  purchaser  of  U.  S. -produced  lard.    Nearly  all 
the  imports  arrived  in  bulk  in  railroad  tank  cars  which  were  ferried  from  Florida. 
The  lard  was  then  packaged  locally  and  sold  under  Cuban  brand  names. 

Lard  consumption  in  Cuba  during  1957  totaled  17^.6  million  pounds,  up  about 
3.5  percent  from  1956.    Closing  stocks  were  up  about  if. 5  million  pounds,  since  the 
increase  in  consumption  was  substantially  less  than  the  increase  in  imports. 

WOOL  COMMISSION  SUPPORTS 
NEW  ZEALAND  WOOL  PRICES 

The  New  Zealand  Wool  Commission  purchased  97^  bales  of  wool  at  the  Timaru 
auction  on  March  5;  1958*    Although  this  was  only  3  percent  of  total  wool  offered, 
it  was  considerably  larger  than  any  previous  purchases  and  gave  useful  support 
to  inferior  merino  and  halfbred  fleece  and  skirtings. 

The  average  support  price  this  season  is  38  cents  per  pound,  greasy  basis, 
but  each  of  the  hundreds  of  types  of  New  Zealand  wool  has  a  floor  price  of  its 
own.    When  auction  prices  go  below  the  support  level,  the  Wool  Commission  is 
obligated  to  buy.    Halfbred  fleeces  and  oddments  are  the  principal  types  it  has 
purchased. 

Lower  wool  prices  stimulated  buying  at  the  Timaru  sale.    Prices  for  some 
types  were  5  percent  below  the  previous  week's  sale  and  30  percent  below  a  year 
ago.    Following  is  a  comparison  of  auction  prices  ( greasy-ex- store)  for  selected 
types  at  the  sales  shown: 


Dunedin  Dunedin  Timaru 

Oct.  25,  1957  Feb.  28,  1958  Mar.  5,  1958 

-  -  -  U.  S.  cents  per  lb.  ------ 

69  57  5^ 

6k  50  hd 

61  k-7  k6 

60  ^7  k6 


Source:    New  Zealand  Wool  Commission. 


Description 

Extra  fine  crossbred  93B  50/56' s 

Fine  crossbred  100B  50' s 

Medium  crossbred  ll^B  s 

Strong  crossbred  128B  U6/^8's 
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IRISH  HOG  NUMBERS  HIGHER 

Hog  numbers  in  Ireland  rose  sharply  during  1957 •    Large  numbers  of  bred  sows 
and  gilts  indicate  a  further  rise  in  1958*    With  pork  prices  depressed  on  the 
London  market,  Ireland  can  be  expected  to  seek  new  pork  markets. 

Cattle  numbers  declined  slightly  for  the  second  year.    Large  exports  of  stocker 
and  feeder  animals  to  the  United  Kingdom  account  for  most  of  this  decrease  ( see 
Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  17,  1958).    Sheep  numbers  continued  their  steady 
increase . 


LIVESTOCK  NUMBERS:     Ireland,  January  1,  195^-58  with  percent 
change  from  previous  year 


Year 


Cattle 

Ho* 

5s 

Sheep 

Number 

'  Change 

'  Number 

'  Change 

Number 

'  Change 

1,000 

:  Percent 

:  1,000  • 

:  Percent 

:  1,000 

:  Percent 

^,006 

'  +3 

:  870 

:  +lh 

:  2,226 

1  +5 

3,983 

:  -1 

:  809 

;  -7 

:  2,289 

:  +3 

i+,070 

+2 

:  672 

!  ~17 

:  2,hQk 

:  +9 

+,022 

:  -1 

+10 

j    2,560  : 

:  +3 

k,O01 

:  -1 

;  879 

•  +19 

:    2,870  ' 

'  +12 

1955. 
1956. 
1957. 


Source:    Central  Statistics  Office. 


AUSTRIAN  LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER 
RISES  SHARPLY 

Poor  pasture  conditions  in  Austria  throughout  1957  resulted  in  heavy  slaughter 
of  all  classes  of  livestock.    Calf  slaughter  was  unusually  large,  indicating  a 
reduction  in  cattle  numbers  during  1958.    Cattle  numbers  are  forecast  at  16,500,000 
head  for  March  31,  1958,  a  5-percent  drop  from  a  year  earlier. 

Sheep  and  lambs  suffered  particularly  from  the  recent  drought  and  slaughter 
was  correspondingly  high.    Sheep  numbers  are  expected  to  show  a  drop  of  3  percent 
from  March  31,  1957,  to  March  31,  1958. 

Hog  numbers  have  recovered  from  their  1956  low,  and  slaughter  during  1958 
is  expected  to  remain  high. 

(For  information  on  Austrian  exports  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  March  10, 
1958.    For  slaughter  on  a  fiscal  year  basis  see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets, 
October  28,  I957.) 
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LIVESTOCK  SLAUGHTER:    Australia,  I953-I956,  with  percent 
change  from  previous  year 


Year 

Cattle 

Calves 

Sheep  and  Lambs] 

Ho£ 

5.s 

Number 

Change 

'Number 

'  Change 

Number  ] 

Change 

Number  ] 

Change 

:  1,000  ; 

Percent 

:  1,000 

; Percent : 

1,000 

:Percent : 

I  ±,000 

•Percent 

1953  

:  2,910  ' 

;  +12 

:  1,3^4 

:  +20 

,20,879 

'     +5  : 

:  1,484 

:  +1 

195^  

:  3,181  ; 

I  +9 

I  1,369 

:     +2  • 

: 22,459 

:     +8  1 

•  1,706  « 

:  +15 

1955  

:  3,203  j 

5  +1 

!  1,384 

:     +1  : 

•21,487  ' 

:      -4  : 

:  1,9^0  : 

'  +14 

1956  ! 

:  3,079  i 

!  ~4 

!  1,+15  : 

:     +2  • 

•18,900 

:    -12  ■ 

'  1,734  ' 

•  -10 

1957  ' 

:  3,4o8  j 

+11 

:  1,679  : 

+19 

.22,522  - 

:    +19  i 

i  1,871  ! 

:  +8 

Source:    Commonwealth  Bureau  of  Census  and  Statistics,  Foreign  Agriculture  Service 
Reports. 


CHILE  FREES  SOME  MEATS 
FROM  IMPORT  DUTIES 

Some  types  of  pork  and  "beef  imports  have  recently  been  authorized  duty-free 
into  most  of  the  northern  half  of  Chile. 

Cattle  and  sheep  for  slaughter,  frozen  or  chilled  beef  and  pork  not  frozen, 
chilled,  or  processed  are  among    the  items  freed  of  import  duties  and  import 
taxes.    Such  items  must  be  imported  for  use  in  the  duty-free  area  which  comprises 
the  Provinces  of  Tarapaca  and  Antofogasta  and  the  Department  of  Chanaral  in  the 
Province  of  Atacama. 

Despite  this  recent  liberalization,  Chile  still  faces  a  meat  shortage  and 
lacks  foreign  exchange  to  import  more  because  of  the  reduction  in  the  world 
price  of  copper  ( see  Foreign  Crops  and  Markets,  January  3,  1958) .    Chile  imported 
a  moderate  amount  of  livestock  and  meat  last  year,  mostly  live  cattle  from 
Argentina.    Imports  from  the  United  States  were  limited  to  very  small  quantities 
of  canned  meats. 

ARGENTINA  ANNOUNCES 
RICE  EXPORT  QUOTA 

The  Argentine  Minister  of  Commerce  and  Industry  has  announced  a  rice- 
export  quota  of  15,000  metric  tons.    The  measure  is  to  allow  exports  of  any 
surplus  above  local  requirements. 
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VENEZUELA  WILL  IMPORT 
RICE  THIS  YEAR 

Rice  import  requirements  of  Venezuela  in  1958  a^e  officially  esti- 
mated at  11,000  metric  tons  (2l+  million  pounds)  of  milled  rice.  Imports 
should  begin  to  enter  the  Venezuelan  market  no  later  than  July. 

The  reduction  is  due  to  two  factors:     infection  of  the  1957  crop  "by 
the  rice  disease  "hoja  blanca,"  and  a  decline  in  acreage  following  the 
heavy-surplus  rice  crop  of  195^  •    A  special  commission  has  just  completed 
a  study  of  the  inroads  of  "hoja  blanca"  on  the  rice  harvest  of  1957 • 


FURTHER  INCREASE  IN  CUBAN 
RICE  IMPORTS  EXPECTED 

Cuba  will  need  to  import  another  250,000  bags  (100  pounds)  of  rice 
before  June  30,  if  the  current  rate  of  consumption  is  maintained.  Farmers 
have  been  able  to  plant  only  1+0,000  acres  for  the  spring  crop,  compared 
with  71>000  acres  in  1956-57*    From  this  acreage,  around  1+00,000  to 
500,000  bags  of  milled  rice  are  expected  to  be  harvested,  compared  with 
700,000  bags  in  the  year  before. 

All  of  the  basic  .low -duty  rice  quota  of  3*295*890  bags  for  the 
current  quota  year  (July- June)  was  imported  by  March  15.    So  far,  two 
additional  quotas  have  been  granted;    one  early  in  January,  for  507*060 
bags,  and  the  other  in  March,  for  30,1+21+  bags.    Thus,  to  date  the  total 
permitted  to  be  imported  in  1957-58  at  the  low-duty  rate  is  3*833*37^-  bags 
of  milled  rice. 


U.S.  RICE  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  JANUARY 

United  States  rice  exports  in  January  were  375*000  bags  (100  pounds) 
in  terms  of  milled  rice,  compared  with  1,350,000  bags  in  January  1957* 
Exports  were  the  smallest  since  January  1956,  when  32l+,000  bags  were 
exported.    Eighty -five  percent  of  the  rice  went  to  Cuba.    Shipments  to 
Pakistan  and  Canada  were  small  compared  with  those  in  other  months. 

Rice  exports  during  the  first  half  (August -January)  of  the  current 
marketing  year  were  5*661+, 000  bags,  compared  with  15,084,000  bags  in  the 
same  period  of  1956-57,  and  with  5,785,000  bags  in  August -January  1955-56. 
Forty-eight  percent  of  exports  went  to  countries  in  the  Western  Hemisphere, 
principally  Cuba  and  Canada. 

Thirty-eight  percent  of  exports  was  shipped  to  Asia.    Pakistan  was 
the  major  country  of  destination;  significant  quantities  were  exported 
to  the  Philippine  Republic,  Korea,  and  other  Arabian  States. 
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RlGri:    United  States  exports,  in  terms  of  milled,  to  specified  countries,  January  1958, 

with  comparisons  1/ 


s      August-July  ! 

August-January  < 

January  2/ 

Country  of  destination  : 

< 

1955-56, 

< 

1956-57, 

• 

1955-56, 

< 

1956-57, 

1957-58 

1957 

1958 

s 

• 

.  2/ 

: 

• 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

1,000  : 

1,000 

:    1,000  . 

1,000 

Western  Hemisphere:  : 

bags  ' 

bags  ' 

bags  : 

bags 

bags 

:  bags 

.  bags 

397 

376' 

279 

190 

199 

:  19 

:  11 

35 

33s 

20 

8 

0: 

0: 

0 

8: 

137 

6 

:  82' 

:  95 

:  1 

:  70 

44. 

l! 

2 

0 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

2,927: 

4,054*. 

1,816 

2,U2 

2,311: 

297 

319 

5' 

58 

2 

11 

1 

i  1: 

2/ 

28 

42 

17 

:  19 

:  23 

3 

3 

191 

176 

153 

176 

:  22 

0 

:  22 

13' 

3 

:  10 

:  1 

1/ 

1 

:  0 

0 

!  20 

0 

20: 

0 

:  0 

:  0 

32 

40: 

14 

:  3 

2 

:  1 

1/ 

U8 

79" 

27 

49 

47 

3 

5 

3.828 

5.019 

2.346 

2.701 

2.700 

326 

430 

Europe:  : 

285 

:  686 

152' 

:  436: 

44 

i  47 

0 

78 

1 

1/ 

!  1 

:  0 

:  0: 

0 

53 

20 

27 

:  2 

:  0 

«  y 

:  9« 

:  0 

31 

:  50 

:  5 

:  50' 

3 

0 

9 

:  16 

7 

:  12 

:  8 

:  1: 

1 

22 

:  58 

16 

:  51 

:  30 

•  2/ 

:  14 

10 

:  39 

:  3 

22 

7 

2 

1 

Total   : 

£88 

870 

210 

:  574 

92 

59 

16 

Asia:  : 

215 

4,376 

205 

:  1,446 

0 

:  404 

:  0 

220 

:  10 

:  220 

:  10 

:  1/ 

:  0 

1/ 

516 

5,424 

:  0 

4,839 

:  0 

:  89 

:  0 

2,383 

:  109 

:  2,380 

:  92 

-  3 

>  l 

:  37 

1 

:  2,746 

:  0 

:  5 

:  24.2 

:  0 

\  0 

2,653 

:  4,372 

:  0 

:  3,08£ 

1,361 

:  206 

:  66 

28 

:  20 

22 

!  20 

:  377 

:  9 

»  u 

0 

•     U/  207 

:  0 

.     U/  201 

:  0 

:  0 

\  0 

75 

:  98 

:  54 

:  53 

:  86 

:  1 

:  6 

0 

:  22 

:  0 

:  15' 

105 

0 

s  2 

3 

:  218 

:  0 

:  218 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

35" 

8 

7 

1 

•  3 

0 

1 

Total   : 

6.129 

:  17.610 

2.888 

:  9.984 

:  2.177 

710 

:  75 

39 

:  47 

:  18 

:  23 

:  28 

:  4 

:  2 

625 

:  0 

:  200 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

:  0 

276 

2^8 

:  100 

87 

167 

:  11 

14 

21 

:  19 

:  13 

:  10 

7 

0 

0 

26 

13 

10 

7 

10 

0 

2 

Total   : 

11.432 

:  23.826 

•  5-785 

:  13.386 

5.181 

1.110 

539 

967 

:  2,036 

0 

1,698 

483 

240' 

36 

Ground  rough  rice  for  animal  feed: 

5H 

;  288 

0 

0- 

0: 

0 

World  total   : 

12,913 

:  26,150 

.  5,785 

v  15,084 

5,664 

:  1,350" 

375 

1/  Includes  brown,  broken,  screenings  and  brewers'  rice  and  rough  rice  converted  to  terms  of 
milled  at  65  percent.    2/  Preliminary.    3_/  Less  than  500  cwt.    Ij  Shipped  by  Army  under  contract 
with  International  Cooperation  Administration. 


Source:    Bureau  of  the  Census  and  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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CANADA  ANNOUNCES  INTENDED 
GRAIN  ACREAGE 


A  slight  cut  in  Canada's  1958  wheat  acreage  is  expected  on  the  basis 
of  farmers  intentions  as  of  March  1,  released  March  19  by  the  Dominion 
Bureau  of  Statistics.    The  prospective  acreage  of  20.6  million  acres  is 
the  smallest  since  19^-3  when  a  special  wartime  acreage -reduction  program 
was  in  effect.    Slight  acreage  declines  are  also  indicated  for  rye  and 
corn. 

This  early  report  is  merely  indicative  of  growers'  plans  at  the 
beginning  of  March,  and  the  acreage  actually  seeded,  therefore,  may  vary 
considerably  from  the  intended  figures,  depending  on  weather  conditions 
up  to  and  during  actual  seeding  time.    The  report  emphasizes  that  the 
intended  seedings  may  also  be  changed  by  such  factors  as  availability  of 
good-quality  seed,  the  market  outlook,  and  the  possible  effect  of  the 
official  intentions  report  itself. 

The  largest  individual  increase  planned  in  crop  land  in  1958  is  for 
barley  acreage,  which  would  be  1+29,000  acres  larger  than  in  1957  if  present 
plans  are  carried  out.    That  gain  would  be  largely  offset  by  the  planned 
reduction  of  385,000  acres  for  all  wheat. 

GRAINS:    Canada,  intended  acreage  of  crops  and  summer  fallow,  1958, 

and  acreage  seeded,  1955-57 


• 

*              Seeded  acreage 

Intended  acreage 

:  1955 

:  1956 

:  1957 

:  1958 

:  As  percent 
:    of  1957 

•  < 
• 

:  1,000 
:  acres 

1,000  - 

acres 

:      625  i 
22,156  - 

1,000 
acres 

590 

20,  Ma 

1,000 

acres 

:  560 
20,086 

:  Percent 

!  95 

98 

22,781  : 

21,031  : 

20,61+6 

98 

• 

11,707  : 
8,390  : 

11,017  : 
9,M)3  1 

11,127 
9,832  - 

!  101 
105 

368  - 
179  : 

kko  ; 

111  ! 

383  : 
122 

87 
110 

5^7  : 

551  : 

505 

92 

•  1 

1,560  | 
2^,113  : 

1,1*52  I 
2^,723  : 

l>95  I 
2l+,865  : 

103 
101 

1/  Seeded  in  the  fall  of  the  preceding  year 
2/    In  Prairie  Provinces  only. 
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Wheat  acreage  in  Canada  is  now  planned  at  20.6  million  acres,  k.l 
million  acres  or  16  percent  less  than  the  1952-1956  average.    The  planned 
reduction  is  mostly  in  spring  wheat,  though  a  reduction  of  30,000  acres 
is  also  indicated  for  winter  wheat.    Durum  acreage  may  be  down  by  797>O00 
acres,  but  an  expected  increase  of  W-2,000  acres  in  spring  bread -wheat 
varieties  would  partly  offset  the  cut  in  durum  acreage. 

The  major  part  of  the  reduction  in  spring  wheat  acreage  is  expected 
in  Saskatchewan  and  Alberta,  where  reductions  from  1957  acreage  are 
indicated  at  2  percent  and  5  percent,  respectively.     In  Manitoba,  by 
contrast,  wheat  acreage  is  expected  to  be  increased  by  8  percent  this 
season. 

Rye  acreage  is  placed  at  506,000  acres,  a  decline  of  8  percent  from 
the  small  1957  acreage  and  only  about  half  the  1952-56  acreage.  Barley 
acreage  is  expected  to  be  about  9«8  million  acres,  compared  with  9"^+ 
million  last  year.    This  is  only  slightly  below  the  1955  record  of  9«9 
million  acres.    The  intended  acreage  of  oats  for  grain  is  11.1  million 
acres,  a  little  above  1957  acreage.    Mixed  grain  acreage  is  expected  to 
total  1.5  million  acres.    This  is  3  percent  above  1957  acreage  but  6 
percent  below  the  average  of  the  previous  5  years. 

YUGOSLAVIA'S  FALL  OILSEED 
PLANTINGS  UP 

Yugoslavia's  plantings  of  oilseed  crops  in  the  fall  of  1957  were 
significantly  larger  than  in  the  fall  of  1956.    Rapeseed  plantings,  at 
2^,560  acres,  were  almost  double  those  of  1956,  while  flax  plantings 
for  fiber  and  seed,  at  li+,060  acres,  increased  nearly  one-third.  The 
12,060  acres  sown  to  poppy  seed  represented  a  one-percent  decline. 

PERU  PERMITS  WHEAT  IMPORTS 
DUTY  FREE  FOR  90  DAYS 

By  Supreme  Decree  of  March  "J ,  1958,  the  Peruvian  Government  author- 
ized duty-free  importation  of  wheat  for  a  period  of  90  days  from  that 
date.    The  decree  frees  wheat  imports  not  only  from  the  specific  duty 
on  wheat  but  also  from  the  applicable  import  tax  and  consular  fees. 

One  reason  for  this  action  is  the  increase  in  domestic  wheat  prices 
as  a  result  of  the  recent  decline  in  the  exchange  value  of  the  Peruvian 
sol.    Because  of  this  decline,  wheat  importers  have  had  to  turn  over  to 
the  government  a  larger  amount  of  soles  for  each  unit  of  foreign  exchange 
they  needed  to  pay  for  imports.    The  suspension  of  duties  and  other 
charges  against  imports  is  expected  to  lower  importers'  foreign  wheat 
costs  (in  terms  of  soles),  thereby  stabilizing  domestic  wheat  prices  at 
a  lower  level. 

A  second  purpose  of  the  government  action  is  to  ensure  sufficient 
supplies  of  wheat  for  Peruvian  millers.    There  had  been  some  apprehension 
about  the  adequacy  of  domestic  supplies. 
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MALAYA  PRODUCES  LESS  COPRA  IN  1957, 
BUT  MORE  COCONUT  AND  PALM  OILS 

Copra  production  in  the  Federation  of  Malaya  for  January-November 
1957  is  reported  at  about  120,000  long  tons,  a  decrease  of  over  15  per- 
cent from  the  previous  year.    Coconut  oil  production  of  135,3^+0  long 
tons  in  the  first  11  months  of  1957  was  slightly  higher  than  the  13^720 
tons  produced  in  the  comparable  period  of  1956.    Palm  oil  production  in 
January -November  1957  amounted  to  60,700  short  tons,  up  6  percent  from 
the  corresponding  period  of  1956. 

The  decline  in  copra  production  may  be  attributed  to  the  dry  weather 
during  early  1957,  "the  unusually  late  wet  weather  during  the  last  half  of 
the  year  along  with  increased  arrivals  of  copra  from  Indonesia.  Despite 
government  efforts  to  increase  smallholders'  production  by  improvements 
in  drainage ,  use  of  fertilizers,  better  cultivation  methods,  and  the 
planting  of  improved  varieties,  it  is  likely  that  smallholders'  pro- 
duction— which  accounts  for  80  percent  of  the  total —  will  increase  only 
over  a  period  of  years.     Little  change  is  expected  in  1958* 

Coconut  oil  output  increased  slightly  because  of  the  good  supply  of 
copra  available,  particularly  to  Singapore  mills.  Little  change  in  pro- 
duction is  expected  in  1958. 

Palm  oil  production  is  expected  to  increase  annually  as  more  of  the 
high-yielding  variety  oil  palms  mature. 

INDONESIAN  COPRA  AND  PALM  KERNEL  EXPORTS  UP; 
PALM  OIL  AND  COPRA  CAKE  EXPORTS  DOWN 

Indonesian  copra  exports  in  the  first  9  months  of  1957  were  up  one- 
eighth  from  those  of  the  first  3  quarters  of  1956,  and  palm  kernel  exports 
were  up  nearly  10  percent.    Copra  cake  exports,  on  the  other  hand,  de- 
clined 8  percent,  and  palm  oil  exports  were  down  k  percent  during  the  same 
period. 

Singapore  took  over  ^5  percent  of  the  9-month  copra  shipments  from 
Indonesia,  while  Europe  (chiefly  the  Netherlands  and  West  Germany)  took 
about  one-third.    Nearly  half  the  shipments  of  copra  cake  in  the  first 
3  quarters  of  1957  went  to  the  Netherlands. 

The  Netherlands  and  Japan  were  the  chief  markets  for  palm  oil  and 
palm  kernels  in  January-September  1957.    The  Netherlands  took  about  three- 
fifths  of  the  palm  oil  and  one -third  of  the  palm  kernel  shipments,  while 
Japan  took  nearly  15  percent  of  the  oil  and  about  one-half  of  the  kernels. 

Preliminary  total  exports  for  the  year  1957  were  reported  in  Foreign 
Crops  and  Markets,  March  3,  1958.    January  estimated  exports  were:  copra-- 
1^,^20  long  tons,  gross  weight;  copra  cake— 13,803  long  tons;  palm  oil— 
10,17^  short  tons;  and  palm  kernels — 2,056  short  tons. 
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Table  1. —COPRA  AND  COPRA  CAKE:    Indonesia,  exports  l/  by  country  of  destination, 
1956  and  January-September  1956and  1957 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Copra 


Copra  cake 


1  QSfi 

January-September 

1  Q*^ 

January- Septembe r 

1956 

1957  2/ 

±.y?o 

1956 

1957  2/ 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

Long  tons 

2,  500 

1,000 

760 

3,438 

3,038 

295 

19,963 

11,983 

1,500 

12,662 

10,913 

7,805 

—  ~  ~ 

97 

97 

11, 7^9 

11,749 

1,217 

1,017 

342 

19,9H 

9,491 

22,144 

32,225 

21,100 

19, 327 

77" 

— 



1,173 

537 

584 

39,447 

12,897 

22, 824 

54,457 

37,564 

43,176 

3,000 

1,000 

1,000 

928 

928 

it 

11,905 

8,244 

2,647 

1,000 

1,000 

— 

... 

049 

8,069 

5,083 

10,875 

101, 123 

49, 120 

60,  982 

124,630 

09, 210 

87, 794 

36,408 

29,920 

2,821 

32,433 

27,906 

11,969 

25, 391 

17,266 

21,162 

1,472 

1,472 

60,967 

40,063 

87,699 

5,506 

5,359 

570 

155,199 

115,155 

123,651 

6,978 

6,831 

570 

11 

11 

14 

256,322 

164,275 

184,633 

131,619 

96,058 

88, 378 

Europe: 

Bel  glum-Luxembourg. 

Czechoslovakia  

Denmark  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom  

Total  

Asia: 

China  

Japan  

Penang  

Singapore  

Total  


Other. 


1/  Net  weight.    2/  Preliminary. 

Compiled  from  official  sources. 

Table  2.— PALM  OIL  AND  PALM  KERNELS:     Indonesia,  exports  l/  by  country  of  destination, 
1956  and  January-September  1956  and  1957 


Continent  and  country 
of  destination 


Palm  oil 


\  1956 

January-September 

1956 

January-September 

1956 

1957  2/ 

1956 

1957  2/ 

: Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

Short  tons 

.:  736 

582 

736 

438 
464 

1,318 

902 

.:  3,854 
.:  569 

.:  8,675 
. :  — 

.:  2,979 

2,173 

2,363 
5,715 

1,990 
58,011 

2,842 

9,831 

4,014 
60,689 

138 
747 

4,886 
54 

5,525 

138 
719 

2,  571 
54 

2,623 

!  5,248 
11,181 

70,252 

77, 376 

11,350 

6,105 

16,429 

292 

.':  285 
.:  6,429 

285 
25,512 
1,538 
4,142 
43 

13,435 
2,783 
4,026 

31,824 
955 

24,552 
581 

16,677 
811 

36,876 

31,520 

20,244 

32,779 

25,133 

17,468 

276 

603 

u 

21 

103,658 

99,146 

44,129 

31,238 

33,917 

Palm  kernels 


North  America: 

Canada  

United  States. 


Total. 


Europe: 

Bel  gium-  Luxembourg. 

Denmark  

France  

Germany,  West  

Greece  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Total  

Africa: 
Egypt  

Asia: 

India  

Japan  

Penang  

Philippines  

Singapore  

Total  

Oceania: 

Australia  


Other. 


Grand  total. 


Compiled  from  official  sources. 


22 


Foreign  Crops  and  Markets 


Vol.  76,  No.  13 


U.  S.  IMPORTS  OF  SESAME  SEED 
LARGER  IN  1957 

U.  S.  imports  of  sesame  seed  in  1957  totaled  7,457  short  tons,  an  increase 
of  l4  percent  from  1956  hut  only  about  one-fourth  the  prewar  average. 

As  in  other  postwar  years,  the  bulk  of  these  imports  came  from  North  America, 
principally  Nicaragua  and  El  Salvador.    While  imports  from  Nicaragua  rose  ahout 
one-fifth  from  1956,  imports  from  El  Salvador  declined  roughly  one-sixth  from  the 
record  tonnage  supplied  by  that  country  the  previous  year.    The  United  States 
increased  its  purchases  of  sesame  seed  from  Africa  (largely  Ethiopia)  and  from 
Asia  (  chiefly  Lebanon) . 


SESAME  SEED:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1955-57 


Country  of  origin 


Average 

:  1955 

1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

1935-39  : 

1950-54 

Short  : 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

Short 
tons 

16 
4 

97 
141 

!  1,231 

269 

:  3,782 
30 

:  2,125 

1            —  y  1 —  y 

:  138 

:  2,773 
107 

:      2 , 278 
i  69 
•  3,217 
:  2 

:  1,938 

•  38 
3,832 

:  172 

258 

5,312 

5,1*6  : 

5,566  : 

5,980 

ks ; 
19 

I  3 

:  254 

8 

219  « 

38  - 

3 

262 

257 

7 

28 

:  25 

209 
1  : 

:  19 
:  64 

:  382 
:  17 

:        239  : 
16  : 

143 

2/  696 

210 

83  : 

399  : 

255  : 

"  839 

26,501  ' 
638  1 
484 
16  • 
1,031 

•     1,368  ' 
10  * 
:        116  : 

:  34 
262  : 

H ! 

421  : 
70  : 

3/  638 

28,670  : 

1,790 

:        143  ' 

491  : 

~  638 

29,213 

7.216 

:  5,972 

6,569  : 

7,457 

North  America: 

El  Salvador  , 

Guatemala  , 

Nicaragua  , 

Other  , 

Total  , 

South  America: 

Brazil  

Other  

Total  , 

Europe  , 

Africa: 

Egypt  , 

Other  

Total  , 

Asia: 

China  , 

Hong  Kong  , 

India  , 

Turkey  , 

Other  , 

Total  , 

Grand  total  , 

l/  Preliminary.  2/  Ethiopia-- 
Syria— 123j  Malaya— 21. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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U.S.  TUNG  OIL  IMPORTS 
DOWN  SLIGHTLY  IN  1957 

U.  S.  imports  of  tung  oil  in  1957  a"t  14,585  tons  were  slightly  smaller 
than  in  the  previous  year.    Purchases  from  Argentina  declined  hut  those  from 
Paraguay  increased  from  the  previous  year.    Argentina  and  Paraguay  have  been 
the  major  sources  of  supply  since  shipments  from  China  were  embargoed  in 
December  1950. 


TUNG  OIL:    U.  S.  imports  by  country  of  origin, 
averages  1935-39  and  1950-54,  annual  1955-57 


Country  of  origin 

:  Average 

;  1955 

:  1956  1/ 

:  1957  y 

>  —J 

:  1935-39 

:  1950-54 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

:  Short 
:  tons 

South  America: 

• 

•                                      —    M  — 

10,871 
376 
1,279 

:  8,860 
277 
1,102 

:  13,556 
:  127 
:  1,858 

■  11,228 

155 
3,016 

12 , 526 

10,239 

'  15,541 

14,399 

Asia : 

• 
• 

9,986 
560  : 
28  : 

..:  6i,«>8  : 

10,574  : 

Africa: 

British  East  Africa  

•  < 
• 

•   i 

•  •  •  , 

89  \ 
34  : 
23  : 

63  ! 

225  ; 

112  j 

99 
87 

146  : 

288  - 

112  ; 

186 

. . !       126  j 

1  ; 

23,247  : 

10,527  : 

15,653  : 

14,585 

l/    Preliminary . 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Commerce. 

No  limitations  were  placed  on  imports  in  the  marketing  year  1956-57  prior 
to  September  9,  1957*    By  Presidential  proclamation,  imports  from  September  9. 
1957.  through  October  31,  1958,  have  been  restricted  to  26  million  pounds.  For 
the  subsequent  marketing  years  beginning  November  1,  1958,  and  ending  October  31, 
i960,  imports  are  limited  to  26  million  pounds  annually. 
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EAST  ONTARIO  FARMERS  WILL  SELL 
WHEAT  TO  CANADIAN  WHEAT  BOARD 

Canadian  farmers  of  eastern  Ontario ,  who  have  thus  far  been  selling 
their  wheat  to  local  private  buyers ,  have  voted  to  turn  over  their  wheat 
to  the  Canadian  Wheat  Board  for  marketing,  beginning  with  the  1958  crop. 
Of  16,726  eligible  growers  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  province,  10,197 
voted  in  favor  of  the  change  and  1,233  voted  against  it,  the  others  not 
voting. 

Dissatisfaction  with  the  prices  they  have  been  receiving  from  private 
buyers  prompted  the  farmers  to  petition  the  Provincial  Government  for  an 
opportunity  to  vote  for  marketing  through  the  Wheat  Board.    The  board  had 
already  been  the  sole  legal  buyer  of  wheat  grown  in  Ontario  west  of  the 
Lakehead  ports  of  Fort  William/Port  Arthur;  in  the  prairie  provinces  of 
Manitoba,  Saskatchewan,  and  Alberta;  and  in  parts  of  British  Columbia. 
The  part  of  Ontario  now  added  to  the  Wheat  Board's  area  comprises  about 
two-thirds  of  the  province. 

For  several  years  the  Wheat  Board  has  paid  growers  an  initial  price 
of  $1.1+0  per  bushel  for  basic  grade  Manitoba  Northern  No.  1  delivered  at 
the  Lakehead  or  Vancouver,  less  fixed  country  elevator  and  other  handling 
charges.     Other  initial  prices  have  been  fixed  for  other  grades.  These 
prices  are  also  guaranteed  minima.    The  farmers  receive  additional  pay- 
ments if  the  Wheat  Board's  net  returns  per  bushel  in  marketing  the  wheat 
exceed  the  guaranteed  minima. 

Practically  all  of  Canada's  winter  wheat  is  grown  in  Ontario.  The 
1957  crop  is  estimated  at  19,588,000  bushels;  the  1956  crop  amounted  to 
about  20,000,000  bushels.     In  both  years,  98  percent  of  Ontario's  wheat 
production  was  winter  wheat.     Information  is  not  available  as  to  how 
much  wheat  is  grown  in  the  portion  of  the  Province  just  added  to  the  Wheat 
Board's  area.    Canada's  estimated  total  wheat  production  in  1957  "^as 
370,508,000  bushels,  and  the  1956  harvest  was  553,062,000  bushels. 


U.S.  EXPORTS  OF  PEANUTS  AND  PEANUT  OIL 
INCREASED  SHARPLY  IN  1957 

The  United  States  exported  1+0,29^  tons  of  peanuts  (33,Ul8  shelled 
and  6,876  unshelled)  in  1957 ,  almost  5  times  the  tonnage  exported  in  1956. 
As  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  made  available  for  export  sale  medium 
and  large-size  peanuts  of  edible  grade,  substantial  quantities  were  sold 
to  foreign  buyers.    Switzerland  took  over  one-third  of  the  shelled  peanuts, 
and  Canada  almost  one-third.    Mexico  and  Canada  took  most  of  the  unshelled 
peanuts.    Peanut  imports  were  negligible. 

Peanut  oil  exports  at  11,568  tons  were  almost  k  times  those  of  1956. 
The  Netherlands,  Canada,  Belgium-Luxembourg,  and  Cuba  were  the  major 
markets .    No  oil  was  imported  in  1957 • 
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Table  1. — PEANUTS:    U.  S.  imports  and  exports  by  country, 
average  1935-39,  annual  1956-57 


Shelled 

Unshelled 

Country                : Average 
: 1935-39 

1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

Average 
1935-39 

1956  1/ 

1957  1/ 

:  Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

Short 

:  tons 

tons 

tons 

.  tons 

tons 

tons 

Exports :  : 

:  22 
2,166 
3 

oft 

30 
164 
42 

40 
4,444 
256 

1 

s  10,155 
2 

!  2D 
1,186 

:  31 
1,161 
1,891 
13,911 

4,958 

!       — : 

:  5 
168 
601 
3 

— 

308 

:  16 
:  1,328 
5,480 
2 

i  3 
44 

7, 175 

4/  33,418 

->  / 
3/ 

1,085 

5y  6,876 

Imports:  : 

Philippines,  Republic  of:  1,136 

1,926 
3 
19 
7/  76 

861 
8/  12 

'  59 
J-53: 

5 

.  2,024 

873 

212' 

5 

1/  Preliminary.    2/  Less  than  .5  ton.      3/  Shelled  and  unshelled.    Wot  sepa- 
rately  classified  prior  to  1945«    4/  Includes  96  tons  whose  destination  has 
not  been  indicated*         Includes  3  tons  whose  destination  has  not  been  indicated. 
6/  Special  imports  free,    jj  Includes  1  ton  of  blanched  or  roasted  peanuts. 
0/  Includes  10  tons  of  blanched  or  roasted  peanuts. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 

Table  2. --PEANUT  OIL  l/:    U.  S.  imports  and  exports  by  country 
average  1935-39,  annual  1956-57 


Imports 


Country 


Average: 1956  2/ 
:  1935-39 & 


1957  2/ 


Average 
1939  3/ 


Exports 
1956  2/ 


1957  2/ 


Canada  

Cuba  

Venezuela  

Belgium-Luxembourg. 
Germany,  West. . . . . . 

Netherlands  

United  Kingdom  

China  

Hong  Kong  

Japan  

Others  


Short  : 
tons  : 

"l4l 


134: 
8,883: 

581 : 
9,902: 

515: 

202: 
57  475: 


Short 
tons 


Short 
tons 


Short 
tons 

78 
4 

4/ 


698 


81 


Short 
tons 

651 
395 
133 

787 

440 


469 


Total  :  20,706: 


Short 
tons 

1,703 
1,214 
704 
1,742 

2,362 
150 


6/  3,691 


698 


163 


2,875:7/  11,568 


1/  Crude  and  refined 
1938.    4/  Less  than 
exported  to  France. 


oil  combined  as  such.    2/  Preliminary.    3/  No  exports  1935- 
5  ton.    5/  Special  imports  free.    6/  Includes  1,860  tons 
7/  Includes  2  tons  whose  destination  is  not  indicated. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Department  of  Commerce. 
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BRAZILIAN  IMPORTERS  WANT 
UNITED  STATES  DRY  PEAS 

A  Brazilian  import -export  firm  is  interested  in  immediate  delivery  of  kOO 
tons  of  U.  S.  dry  peas  and  indicates  that  additional  orders  may  follow. 
Interested  U.  S.  exporters  should  contact  Sr.  Miguel  Hidalgo,  Caixa  Postal 
2+703,  Rua  de  Quitanda  20,  Rio  de  Janeiro,  cable  address  ALGOMIG,  or  the  U.  S. 
Agricultural  Attache  in  Rio  de  Janeiro. 

Specifications  are:     (l)  quality  suitable  for  machine  splitting;  (2)  price 
firm  c.i.f.  and  include  h  percent  commission;  (3)  packed  in  100-lb.  bags; 
(k)  shipment  desired  from  East  Coast  or  Gulf,  as  shipping  time  from  West  Coast 
is  too  slow  (destination  Rio  de  Janeiro), 

U.  S.  COTTON  LINTERS  EXPORTS 
DECLINE  IN  JANUARY 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  linters,  mostly  chemical  qualities,  were 
22,000  bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (17,000  running  bales)  in  January  1958.  This 
was  a  decline  of  29  percent  from  exports  of  31,000  bales  in  December,  and  well 
below  exports  of  62,000  bales  in  January  1957' 

Exports  during  August -January  1957-58  were  1^+0,000  bales  (111,000  running 
bales),  compared  with  223,000  bales  in  August -January  1956-57-  Principal 
destinations  in  the  6-month  period  of  1957-58,  with  comparable  1956-57  figures 
in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany  56,000  bales  (81,000);  Netherlands  30,000 
(37,000);  United  Kingdom  21,000  (38,000);  Canada  1^,000  (20,000);  France  10,000 
(17,000);  and  Japan  9,000  (26,000). 

U.  S.  COTTON  EXPORTS 
DOWN  IN  JANUARY 

United  States  exports  of  cotton  (all  types)  in  January  1958  were  537,000 
bales  of  500  pounds  gross  (517,000  running  bales).    This  was  a  decline  of  15 
percent  from  exports  of  63^,000  bales  in  December,  and  3^  percent  below  exports 
of  819,000  bales  in  January  1957. 

Cotton  exports  during  August -January  1957-58  were  2,969,000  bales 
(2,8*4-9,000  running  bales),  down  25  percent  from  exports  of  3,9^1,000  bales 
during  the  first  6  months  of  the  1956-57  season. 

Sales  by  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation  under  the  1957-58  cotton  export 
program,  for  export  between  August  16,  1957,  a^  July  31,  1958,  totaled 
5,382,^71  running  bales  as  of  March  k,  1958.    The  average  selling  price  Middling 
1  inch,  average  location,  was  28.28  cents  per  pound  for  the  March  k  sale,  com- 
pared with  28.2^  cents  per  pound  on  February  19,  1958.    In  addition,  nearly 
200,000  bales,  sold  under  the  1956-57  program,  were  exported  during  August  1-15, 
1957.    Under  present  market  conditions,  exports  in  1957-58  may  total  at  least 
5.6  million  running  bales. 
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COTTON:    United  States  exports  by  country  of  destination,  averages  1935-39 
and  19U5-ii9,  annual  1955  and  1956,  August-January  1956-57  and  1957-58 

(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of 
destination 


Year  beginning  August  1 


Average 
1935-39:  19k5-k9 

!  1955 

;    1956  , 

!  1956-57 

J  1957-58 

1.000 

{  1,000 

:  1,000 

i  1,000 

1  1,000 

:  1,000 

bales 

t    bales  ' 

;  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

:  bales 

0 

1/  36 

!  18 

t 

!  25 

1  27 

169 

t       131  : 

:  30 

!      337  s 

!  187 

5  12U 

33 

5  lU 

►  JUL). 

t  3 

!  25 

!  13 

{  20 

35 

!            21  I 

!            16  ! 

!        33  ' 

:  28 

1  13 

662 

1      575  s 

i  178 

i  I4.33 

!  23li 

!  81* 

511 

!          3l|0  ! 

:        71*  s 

:    1,061  ! 

!  519 

!  396 

kh2 

:  1*89 

:  105 

:  720 

:  322 

s  288 

107  : 

:       131  : 

17  : 

;       260  : 

:  151* 

t  56 

17 

!  7 

:  2/ 

!         21  . 

:  10 

:  8 

180 

i        69  : 

1 

:         27  i 

!  0 

:  161 

36 

:      2/  : 

!  5 

!  91 

t  53 

!  Hi 

108 

69  1 

ll*3  ! 

!       171  i 

:       ll*8  s 

:  71 

115 

:        12  ; 

:        10  ' 

!         Ill  ! 

:        61*  ! 

!  81 

11  ! 

:        26  : 

:  lb. 

:       121  ! 

:        86  ! 

t  55 

1.3ii6 

:       1*88  : 

!  153 

:    1,050  ! 

:  51*2 

:  385 

17  ! 

!        1*7  : 

:       109  : 

:       lUl  ! 

:          2  ! 

1  l 

3/  96 

:    ii/  90  : 

:  5 

38  ! 

7 

11 

3,885 

:    2.51x5  : 

881  i 

:    U,697  : 

2,39U  s 

1,795 

301 

t       275  ! 

:  75 

:       380  : 

:       199  s 

:  125 

n 

16  : 

11  ! 

:         31  ! 

18  ! 

23 

:          5  : 

:  15 

t        19  : 

:          6  s 

!  2 

i         3^  : 

U5  ! 

95  i 

31*  : 

!  51 

52  i 

!            86  ! 

!          9  : 

!         301  ! 

!        205  ! 

1  65 

5/ 

:          5  i 

15  : 

1*3  i 

1  ? 

1? 

1  ! 

:    6/  1*8  : 

135  1 

:       220  : 

12l*  : 

:  71* 

171142  : 

:       585  1 

873  ! 

1,588  ! 

737  s 

!  590 

2  ! 

:          I*  1 

12 

!         36  ! 

21 

;  26 

*\; 

!              1  J 

!       121*  • 

:       161  ! 

:        1*1*  1 

\  1*2 

t          2  : 

:  13 

:        11  : 

!  0 

9  ! 

:         20  ! 

:        UU  \ 

:        71*  i 

ho  i 

:  30 

20  ! 

21*  1 

27  J 

52  ! 

23  ! 

i  39 

!            3  i 

:         6  ! 

15  i 

6  ! 

8 

9  ! 

:          7  : 

28  : 

i        81  : 

36  i 

!  32 

7/  15U 

:  8/  U0U  J 

37  J 

9/  109  ! 

37  ! 

50 

^8? 

:    lu065  J 

2,320  i 

7,913  < 

3,?ta  « 

2,969 

5,360 

:    3,917  • 

1  2,215 

•    7,5^3  > 

»  2,81*9 

August-January 


Austria. . •  

Belgium  

Denmark  

Finland  

France  

Germany,  West  

Italy  

Netherlands  

Norway  

Poland  and  Danzig. 
Portugal,........, 

Spain  

Sweden  

Switzerland  

United  Kingdom. ... 

Yugoslavia  

Other  Europe  

Total  Europe. 


Canada  

Cuba  

Israel  

Hong  Kong  

India  

Indonesia.  

Korea,  Rep.  of  

Japan  

Philippines .......... 

Taiwan  (Formosa).... 

Bolivia  

Chile  

Colombia  

Morocco  

Australia  

Other  countries  

Total  500 -lb.  bales..:] 
Total  running  bales., 


1/  1; -year  average. 
657  h/  Includes 


2/  Less  than  500  bales.        Includes  Czechoslovakia 
Czechoslovakia  57  and  Greece  21.    j>/  If  any,  included  in 
other  countries.    6/  3-year  average.    7/  Includes  China  117,  and  French 
Indochina  22.    8/  Includes  China  1*01.    9/  Includes  Pakistan  28,  Union  of 
South  Africa  3lJ  and  Uruguay  15. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  AMERICAN- 
EGYPTIAN  DECREASE  IN  JANUARY 

U.S.  exports  of  American-Egyptian  cotton  were  2,878  bales  (500  pounds 
gross)  in  January  1958,  compared  with  3,617  "bales  in  December,  and  7,319 
bales  in  January  1957- 

Exports  during  August-January  1957-58  were  7,6l6  bales,  compared  with 
exports  of  ^3,519  bales  during  the  first  6  months  of  the  1956-57  season. 
The  United  Kingdom  and  France  received  the  largest  quantities  of  the  August- 
January  exports,  while  smaller  quantities  went  to  Austria,  Chile,  West 
Germany,  and  Italy. 

COTTON:    United  States  exports  of  American-Egyptian  cotton  by  country  of 
destination,  annual  195^-56,  August -January  1956-57  and  1957-58 


(Bales  of  500  pounds  gross) 


Country  of  destination 

• 

*  Year  be{ 

• 

ginning  August  1 

August -January 

*  1  1 

:  !95^  : 

*  * 

1955 

;  1956 

! 1956-57 

1 1957-58 

0  : 

0 

1,322 

I  661 

:  5^3 

0  ■ 

•  0 

»  "1 

6U0 

'  7,150 

•  3,818 

'  3,302 

0 

:  169 

:  U56 

131 

:  178 

0  • 

0 

:  210 

:  105 

0 

0  ; 

233 

■  5,7^9 

:    3,610  • 

18 

,  •  0 

0 

:  3^ 

3^ 

:  0 

0  i 

0 

:  796 

r  318 

0 

0  : 

15,002  ! 

15,539 

15,539 

0 

0  ; 

3 

:  211 

211 

0 

0  « 

:  272 

:  1,325 

:  609 

0 

0 

:  0 

!  369 

:  369 

:  0 

United  Kingdom. 

96 

:  22,319 

:  12,896 

:  3,336 

:  1,315 

:  398 

:  398 

:  0 

1/ 

:  0 

:  0 

0 

0 

603 

952 

:.  531 

:  0 

:  21 

:  k,5kh 

:  ^,127 

:  0 

3,156 

:  0 

:  0 

:  0 

!  0 

t  0 

:  0 

:  229 

:  0 

:  51 

:          0  • 

0 

Other  countries 

^5 

:  3 

3 

10 

Total  500-lb. 
Total  running 

. . !  ^36 

21,555 

!  61,587 

:  ^3,519 

7,616 

•  < 
. . :  *+50 

:  20,29^4 

:  58,306 

\  ^1,352 

7,221 

l/  Less  than  1  bale. 


Compiled  from  official  records  of  the  Bureau  of  the  Census. 
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YUGOSLAVIA'S  COTTON 
IMPORTS  UP  SHARPLY 

Cotton  imports  into  Yugoslavia  during  the  first  6  months  (July-December) 
of  the  1957-58  Yugoslav  cotton  season  were  89,000  hales  ( 500  pounds  gross), 
more  than  double  imports  of  1+3,000  bales  during  July-December  1956. 

Imports  of  U.  S.  cotton  were  60,000  bales  during  the  6-month  period, 
compared  with  33,000  bales  in  the  comparable  period  of  1956.    The  U.  S. 
cotton  was  financed  under  Public  Law  kQO  or  Section  ^02  programs.    A  supple- 
mental Public  Law  hSO  sales  agreement  signed  in  Belgrade  on  December  27, 
1957,  included  about  11,000  bales  of  cotton  to  be  imported  during  the  last 
half  of  1957-58. 

Cotton  imports  from  other  countries  during  July-December  1957,  with 
comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    Greece  18,000  bales  (^,000)j 
Egypt  9,000  (1,000);  Iran  1,000  (0);  Turkey  368  (0);  and  Sudan  110  ( 1,000). 

Cotton  consumption  during  July-December  1957  amounted  to  102,000  bales, 
up  7  percent  from  the  95,000  bales  used  a  year  earlier.    Increased  use  of 
rayon  may  result  in  a  slight  decrease  in  the  consumption  of  cotton  during 
the  last  half  of  1957-58,  as  compared  with  the  first  half  of  the  season. 
Rayon  staple  fiber  is  now  supplied  by  the  Loznica  plant,  and  rayon  imports 
have  been  discontinued. 

Cotton  requirements  in  Yugoslavia  are  expected  to  increase  as  spindle 
numbers  expand.    However,  the  additional  lj-5,000  spindles  that  were  expected 
to  be  operating  in  May  or  June  of  1958  probably  will  not  be  ready  until 
after  July  1,  1958.    Since  the  capacity  of  the  cotton  weaving  mills  is 
considerably  greater  than  the  present  capacity  of  the  spinning  mills, 
Yugoslavia  will  import  about  ^,500  metric  tons  of  cotton  yarn  during  the 
1957-58  season.    About  9,000  bales  of  U.  S.  Section  h02  cotton  destined 
for  Yugoslavia  was  shipped  to  Italy  for  spinning,  and  about  900  bales  of 
American-type  cotton  purchased  from  Syria  was  shipped  to  Italy  and  Austria 
for  spinning.    In  addition,  Yugoslavia  plans  to  make  direct  purchases  of 
cotton  yarn  from  Egypt  and  Brazil. 

Cotton  stocks  on  December  31,  1957,  were  estimated  at  39,000  bales 
or  about  2|-  months*  supply,  compared  with  stocks  of  7^-,  000  bales  on  August  1, 
1957.    If  imports  are  as  high  as  expected  during  January- June  1958,  stocks 
may  be  higher  by  the  end  of  the  season,  but  will  probably  remain  less  than 
5  months'  supply. 

Yugoslavia  grows  small  quantities  of  cotton;  90  percent  of  the  crop  is 
grown  in  Macedonia.    Total  production  in  1957-58  is  officially  estimated  at 
1   15,000  bales,  compared  with  9,000  bales  in  1956-57.    Acreage  in  1957-58  was 
32,000  acres,  the  same  as  in  1956-57.    Harvesting  of  the  1957-58  crop  was 
delayed  because  of  fall  rains  in  Macedonia. 
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MARTINIQUE  SHIPS  BANANAS 
TO  U.  S.  FOR  FIRST  TIME 

Martinique  shipped  bananas  to  the  United  States  on  March  5  for  the  first 
time  when  218  tons  went  to  Jacksonville,  Florida.    The  shipment  was  no  larger 
because  of  shippers'  difficulty  in  meeting  the  minimum  weight  of  35  pounds 
per  stem.    Importers  have  been  asked  to  accept  lighter  stems. 

TRANSSHIPMENTS  OF  MEXICAN  COTTON 
UP  SLIGHTLY  IN  DECEMBER 

Transshipment  of  Mexican  cotton  through  U.  S.  ports  in  December  1957 
were  10^,000  bales  ( 500  pounds  gross),  up  slightly  from  transshipments  of 
102,000  bales  in  November  and  99>000  bales  in  December  1956.  Transshipments 
during  August-December  1957  were  ^68,000  bales,  compared  with  60^,000  bales 
in  the  comparable  period  of  1956. 

Principal  destinations  of  transshipments  during  August-December  1957 } 
with  comparable  1956  figures  in  parentheses,  were:    West  Germany  102,000 
bales  ( 108,000)  ;  Japan  83,000  (197,000);  United  Kingdom  7^,000  (61f,000); 
Netherlands  63,000  (36,000);  Belgium  62,000  (Vf,000);  Italy  22,000  (21,000); 
Switzerland  17,000  ( 1^,000);  and  France  15,000  (50,000). 

In  addition  to  these  transshipments,  exports  direct  from  Mexico  to 
foreign  destinations  during  August-December  1957  were  881,000  bales,  down 
6  percent  from  direct  exports  of  93^-; 000  bales  a  year  earlier. 

DENMARK  EXTENDS  WHEAT  AND  RYE  MIXING 
REGULATIONS  TO  AUGUST  31 

The  regulations  issued  by  the  Danish  Minister  of  Agriculture  on  July  13, 
1957>  under  the  law  of  July  5>  1957  >  requiring  specified  minimum  percentages 
of  domestic  wheat  and  rye  to  be  used  in  flour  milling  in  Denmark,  have  been 
extended  to  August  31,  1958. 

The  regulations  required  a  minimum  of  50  percent  of  domestic  wheat  to  be 
used  during  the  period  from  September  15  to  October  15,  1957;  and  a  minimum 
of  70  percent  from  October  15  to  January  1,  1958*    The  proportions  prescribed 
for  domestic  rye  were  7°  percent  from  August  15  to  September  15  and  90  percent 
from  September  15  to  January  1.    The  regulations  also  required  domestic  and 
imported  wheat  flour  and  domestic  and  imported  rye  flour  to  be  mixed  in  the 
same  proportions  during  the  respective  periods. 

The  proportions  which  will  remain  in  effect  until  August  31  are  those  in 
force  at  the  end  of  1957  (70  percent  for  domestic  wheat  and  90  percent  for 
domestic  rye) .    However,  if  Danish  wheat  or  rye  prices  increase  disproportion- 
ately, or  supplies  of  such  grains  do  not  meet  requirements,  the  required  per- 
centage of  domestic  wheat  and  rye  may  be  reduced. 
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ISRAEL  AND  SOUTH  AFRICA  TO  COOPERATE 
IN  CITRUS  PROMOTION 

A  cooperative  program  of  citrus  promotion  by  Israel  and  the  Union  of 
South  Africa  was  announced  March  15,  1958,  after  a  visit  to  Israel  by- 
South  African  Citrus  Board  officials.    The  program  includes  promotional 
advertising,  cultural  information,  and  general  and  market  research. 

CANADA'S  COTTON  IMPORTS 
AND  CONSUMPTION  DECLINE 

Cotton  imports  into  Canada  during  August -November  1957  were  10^,000 
bales  (500  pounds  gross),  a  decline  of  29  percent  from  imports  of  lU6,000 
bales  for  the  same  months  a  year  earlier. 

Imports  of  U.S.  cotton  were  89,000  bales,  or  86  percent  of  the  total, 
compared  with  131,000  bales,  or  90  percent  of  the  total  in  the  comparable 
period  of  1956.    The  U.S.  share  of  Canadian  imports  is  expected  to  decline 
further  during  the  remainder  of  the  1957-58  season.     Canadian  mills  are 
anxious  to  use  U.S.  cotton,  but  in  recent  months  have  had  some  difficulty 
in  obtaining  the  qualities  in  greatest  use—Middling  and  Strict  Middling 
l-l/l6  inches--  from  stocks  of  the  Commodity  Credit  Corporation. 

Imports  of  Mexican  cotton  increased  slightly  to  15,000  bales  in 
August -November  1957 >  compared  with  1^,000  bales  a  year  earlier.  Small 
quantities  were  also  imported  from  Pakistan,  India,  and  Peru. 

Canadian  mill  consumption,  based  on  bale  openings,  amounted  to  205^000 
bales  during  August -February  1957-58>  a  decline  of  11  percent  from  230,000 
bales  in  the  same  months  of  1956-57*    The  decrease  was  attributed  largely 
to  stronger  competition  from  imported  textiles  and  a  slackening  in  total 
textile  demand.    Consumption  of  U.S.  cotton  is  now  about  80  percent  of  total 
consumption,  compared  with  99  percent  at  this  time  last  year. 

Canadian  demand  for  cotton  textiles  has  been  slow  since  the  fall  of 
1957*    Dealers  are  hesitant  about  placing  orders  as  large  as  a  year  ago, 
and  forward  purchases  are  at  a  minimum.    Textile  stocks  in  department 
stores  are  considered  low,  while  stocks  held  by  mills  are  said  to  be 
fairly  heavy. 

Canada's  imports  of  cotton  textiles  in  January -August  1957  were  6 
percent  higher  than  in  the  comparable  period  of  1956.     Import  statistics 
for  the  full  year  are  expected  to  show  that  1957  textile  imports  were  the 
highest  in  several  years.    The  Canadian  Tariff  Board  will  open  hearings 
in  Ottawa  on  March  26,  1958;  to  determine  the  need  for  protection  of  the 
domestic  cotton  textile  industry  from  imported  textiles. 

Mill  stocks  of  cotton  were  estimated  at  kj, 000  bales  on  November  30, 
1957 ,  31  percent  below  stocks  of  65,000  bales  on  August  1,  1957. 
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